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“Grownups never understand anything by themselves, and it is tiresome for children to be 
always and forever explaining things to them.”    - Antoine de Saint Exupery 
 
*** Follow us on Twitter @BradfordSchool to receive daily photos and updates about school! 
 
Bradford – MSU Partnership…Look What We Do With MSU! 
• Today Ms. Evangelista’s visited the George Segal Art Gallery. 
• Today Grade 3 attended the “Works-A-Foot” Dance Performance. 
• Today Grade 5 visited MSU for STEAM stations. 
• Nov. 19th: Grade 4 will visit MSU’s Panzer Gym for Health and Physical Education stations. 
• Nov. 20th: Ms. Barroqueiro’s class will visit the George Segal Art Gallery. 
• Nov. 21st: Dancers from MSU’s College of the Arts will perform at Bradford for all students. 
• Nov. 30th: MSU Science Education students will facilitate STEAM stations for Grade 3 students. 
 
Winter Storm  
• Thank you so much for your patience on Thursday afternoon as we tried to deal with the 
snowstorm, which hit right as school was dismissing. Although it was a bit chaotic with many 
children waiting in the office and the busses being very, very late, everyone rose to the occasion 
and eventually made it home safely. Thank you to all of our amazing staff members, who stayed 
in touch with parents and kept the children safe and entertained until the last bus left around 
5:15. Unfortunately, in some cases our students were on the buses for up to two hours, but you or 
your caregivers were waiting patiently at the bus stops to retrieve them; the bus drivers and bus 
aides did an outstanding job navigating the dangerous roads. Thank you. Also, to the YMCA 
aftercare staff, who stayed with our students until the last child was picked up around 8:15 p.m. 
As I told our staff, it sure does take a village, and I am very thankful to be part of this one. 
 
Wrap-n-Roll 
Wrap-n-Roll is a fun event where our community comes together to wrap gifts for the Montclair 
school community. This year, the event will take place on Dec. 4th at 4:30 at Bullock School. We 
know that sometimes the holiday season can be a struggle. If anyone is experiencing a financial 
hardship and is need of food, clothing, or a holiday gift for your child, please reach out 
confidentially via email to Ms. Kirkman here or Ms. Goff here, our School Social Worker. We 
will confidentially try to assist you with whatever it is that you need. If you would like to 
donate a gift for a family in our community, there will be a bulletin board in the main office from 
which you can pull a card identifying an item/gift you can purchase (no names will be on the 
cards). We are asking that gifts be sent in (unwrapped) to the main office by November 30th in 
time for Wrap-n-Roll. Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Governor’s Educator of the Year and Education Services Professional of the Year 
• Please consider nominating a teacher and/or an education services professional for the 
Governor's Educator of the Year Award. Nominees must be exceptionally skilled, have the 
ability to inspire students of all backgrounds and abilities, be proactive in their efforts to 



collaborate with students, colleagues and families, demonstrate leadership and innovation in 
educational activities, and have the respect and admiration of students, parents, and colleagues. 
Attached are the nomination form and eligibility criteria from the N.J. Dept. or Education, as 
well as a list of recent Bradford awardees. Nomination forms are attached and due to the office 
by Dec. 7th.   
 
Bradford CARES 
• Congratulations to our new Peacebuilders: Jackson Hill, Beatrix Hittinger, James Reyes, Jane 
Bray, Calvin Godino, Madeline Jones, Xena Elnasser, Tomas Goytia, Van Holland, Beatrice 
McGrath, Everett Fried, Tessa Glasser, Sofia Bondy, Jack Cohen, Dane Burch, Ellie Cattell, 
Tatum Fromson, True Hevey, Sofia Portelli, Cal O’Neill, Lily Dembrow, Colin Duffy, Riley 
Guarino, Eladio Hernandez, Jaydon Rodriquez, Will Lovelace, Paolo Tanz, Cassidy Glasser, 
Bryony Halbert, Rory Hannon, Levi Siegel, Leon Weber, Ellie Hughes and Ava Rosendorf. 
These students have been randomly selected (this happens every two weeks) by their teachers 
and are given the responsibility of helping to keep the peace in and out of the classroom and to 
make sure everyone feels included at all times. 
 
Unicef                                                                                                                                                
• Congratulations and big thanks to all Bradford students who collected money for Unicef while 
trick-or-treating on Halloween. Special thanks to all of Ms. Russo's second graders, who not 
only distributed and collected the boxes for each homeroom, but also worked together as a class 
to count all the money. The total raised was $1,164.03. Founded in 1946, Unicef, which stands 
for United Nations Children's Fund, is an international organization that works all around the 
world to help improve the health and education of children. Please let your children know that 
their efforts will help make a difference in the life of a child who needs help.   
 
Attendance                                                                                                                                        
• There have been some questions about the district’s attendance policy and what constitutes an 
excused absence. The following absences are the only excused absences: Take Your Child to 
Work Day, Veterans Day (and associated activities), 3 College Visits (for high school juniors 
and seniors), and district transportation issues that prevent a child from getting to or from school. 
All other absences, including sick days, are not excused. Absence letters are generated through 
Genesis after 4 days of absence, 8 days of absence, and 12 days of absence and so on; they are 
sent to you through the parent portal. After 12 days of absence, a mandatory phone conference 
with the Principal is required, and after 16 days of absence, a mandatory in-person meeting with 
the Principal is required. 

Reboot Mindfulness Practice 
• As you know, we have been engaging our students in a daily mindfulness practice using a 
program called Reboot. Like practicing any other subject, this daily practice is a key to 
unlocking students’ abilities to be more resilient to stress. We all know that this time of year, as 
lovely as it can be, can also pose a challenge for many families who are dealing with holiday 
stress; an increase in anxiety for some kids is not uncommon. Please remind your children at this 
time of year that mindfulness and the peace and calm it offers is with them wherever they 
go. There are so many ways they can practice at home. Placing a stuffed animal on their belly as 
they breathe, counting their breaths to ten and then beginning again at one, keeping a gratitude 



journal, coloring, blowing bubbles, or making a glitter jar to shake and breathe as the glitter falls 
are all great ways to keeping up with their practice throughout this busy time. Glitter jars are also 
great inexpensive gifts for students or for students to give to family members. See the attached 
instructions on how to make a glitter jar if you are interested. 
 
Student Council                                                                                                                        
• The Student Council will be an elected team of representatives from Grades 3-5.  The members 
must demonstrate good citizenship and represent the Bradford CARES values through their 
positive behavior and conduct.  Under the direction of the Student Council Advisor, the students 
will meet at least 7-8 times during the school year to discuss school issues and to formulate plans 
for school-wide activities.  The Council members will play an important leadership and service 
role in our school community. Last week, the fourth and fifth graders voted in a Primary Election 
for the offices of President and Vice-President.  They were asked to choose candidates who 
exhibit the following Bradford CARES values: cooperative, respectful, responsible, empathetic, 
and self-control. Each candidate who progressed to the General Election will present a short 
speech to the entire school on Good Morning Bradford on Nov. 28th.  Elections will follow in 
classrooms. Class representatives in Grades 2-5 will also be elected. 

Winter Concert 
• The K-3 Winter Concert will be held on Thursday, Dec. 13th at 7:00 p.m. The Bradford Singers 
(a select group of Fourth and Fifth graders) will lead off the program followed by Kindergarten, 
First, Second and Third grades in that order.  The concert will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. and 
should be over by 8:15 p.m. All students should dress nicely. Song sheets have gone home; 
please encourage your child to listen to the songs which are on either iTunes or YouTube.  
Kindergarten students will be singing The Three Little Kittens by Mark Burroughs, Sing by Joe 
Raposa, and Let It Snow. Please note that on the night of the concert, children should report to 
their homerooms.  After the concert you must sign them out before leaving. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Chisholm here.  
 
Art Room News and Request 
• For news from the Art Room and information about upcoming art contests, please click here 
to access the Art Room Blog by Ms. Bautista. The Art Room is also in need of wipes, hand 
sanitizer, and soap if you are able to donate.   
 
School Spirit Days 
• Fridays are “School Spirit Days,” at Bradford, where students will be encouraged to wear either 
a Bradford or a favorite college/university shirt. Or just wear blue and yellow! Please encourage 
your child to show his or her school spirit every Friday. 
 
Upcoming Dates  
• Nov. 21st: Early (1:40) Dismissal for Thanksgiving break 
• Nov. 22nd and 23rd: District closed for Thanksgiving break 
• Nov. 29th: The Weather Tour Assembly for all students 
• Dec. 5th: Early (1:40) Dismissal for evening Parent Teacher Conferences 
• Dec. 6th: Early (1:40) Dismissal for afternoon Parent Teacher Conferences 
• Dec. 7th: Early (1:40) Dismissal for afternoon Parent Teacher Conferences 



• Dec. 12th: Fall After-School Enrichment ends 
• Dec. 13th: Grades K-3 and Bradford Singers Winter Concert 7:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 19th: Grade 4 Dance and Grade 5 Band Winter Concert 9:15 a.m. 
• Dec. 21st: Early (1:40) Dismissal  
• Dec. 24th-Jan. 1st: Winter Break 
 
 
 
 


